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David Schneider

Superintendent of Schools

Bethpage Union Free School District 

Dave Schneider has been an administrator on the Bethpage Schools for 

13 years. He began his career in Bethpage first as the Principal of JFK 

Middle School before becoming the Assistant Superintendent of 

Instruction and Technology.  He is now in his 6th year as the Superintendent, having been 

appointed in July of 2018.  He is focused on providing a caring learning community where 

students feel supported in their best efforts to find their individual pathway to a successful 

future.  The Bethpage Schools are continuously ranked near the top in Nassau County and NYS.

Mr. Schneider earned a BA in Geology from Binghamton University, an MA in Education and 

Special education from Touro College, a Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational 

Administration from LIU University and has completed his doctoral coursework in Learning and 

Teaching at Hofstra University.  He began his career as an Earth Science and Science Research 

teacher in the NYC, Half Hollow Hills and Syosset before moving into administration as an 

Assistant Principal in Bellmore-Merrick.  
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Chris Pollatos
Director of Science

 at Bethpage School District

Mr. Chris Pollatos began his career in 1997 teaching science at Long 

Island City High School (Queens) and then at JFK Middle School 

(Bethpage). During his time at JFK Middle School, he began to expand 

the existing Science Research classes, making them an exciting 

experience where students had the opportunity to explore topics of interest, present at science 

fairs, and share their work with the community.   

In 2011, Mr. Pollatos was asked to start a Science Research program at Bethpage High School. 

The program focused on developing research and 21st century skills for students, as well as 

creating a welcoming atmosphere for all to engage and explore topics in STEM. Since that time, 

the program has yielded a great number of award winning research projects with high ranking 

placements at competitions such as International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), Long 

Island Science and Engineering Fair (LISEF), Long Island Science Congress (LISC), Junior Science 

and Humanities Symposium (JSHS), SAAWA Science fairs, as well as semi-finalists in Regeneron 

Science Talent Search. His favorite night of the year is Bethpage’s Annual Symposium, which 

showcases the STEM work of students in Science Research, Engineering, and the district 

Robotics teams to the entire community.  

Currently, Mr. Pollatos is the proud Director of Science K-12, as well as the Data Protection Officer 

at Bethpage School District. Mr. Pollatos also serves as the treasurer for both the Long Island 

Science and Engineering Fair and the Long Island Science Congress organizations. 
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www.saawa.org

SOUTH ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN’S ALLIANCE 
Home of STEM PROGRAMS

10th SAAWA ESSAY WRITING CONTEST 2024 
For all Middle and High School students of the Tristate area

ESSAY PROMPT
How will ChatGPT 

(Generative Pre-training transformer)
change schools in the 2020s?

Description: Is the new chatbot the end of education as we know it? Or a useful new tool for learning? Please 
weigh in. We invite students to tell us how they think schools should respond to ChatGPT. Is chatbot mighty, if 
at times unreliable tool. Will ChatGPA rob students of their motivation, creativity and critical thinking OR lead to 

widespread cheating? On the other side, you can argue that A.I. is the future and schools should embrace it 
rather than restrict it. 

500-word count maximum
Deadline to submit the essay is January 15th, 2024 by 5pm.

         Dr. Steve Gordon:  
Garden City Public Schools 

Professor Subash Midha:         
subash.midha@gmail.com         
Chairperson, SAAWA STEM Program

 MLK Advancing the Dream Art Competition!

www.saawa.org

DATE: 

ELIGIBILITY: 

GUIDELINES: 
  Topic: “Advancing the Dream: A Nation of Freedom, Justice and Peace”
Medium:
IMPORTANT NOTE:



https://youtu.be/3anfTMVVRWw?si=aEQJQmaHcpfS62Cv



SAAWA STEM Institute
Annual Mini-Research Grant Award 2023-24

“Use of Artificial Intelligence in the Environmental Field”

Must be conducting a new environmental-based research project in the Fall of 2023
and have a Science Research Teacher as a Mentor.
Topics of the research must be in “Application of Artificial Intelligence in the
resolution of environmental issues.”

Water Management
Deforestation
Renewable Energy
Food Security
Air Pollution and Noise Pollution and your Health

We at SAAWA invite applications from all Middle (7th-8th) and High School (9th-11th)
students to our Annual Mini-Research Grant Award 2023-24.

Funding is intended to offset the cost of materials and computer software expenses
pertaining to a new research project in the 

“Use of Artificial Intelligence in the Environmental Field” 
starting in September 2023. The amount of the award is $200 per project.

The applicants will be considered if they meet the following requirements:
1.

2.

Although you may select any topic of your choice in the environmental field, here are a
few suggestions:

A project description of up to 250 words must be submitted as part of the application.

Application Link
Frequently Asked Questions

The deadline for submission is November 22nd, 2023.
Awardees will be informed by December 1st, 2023.

The online application opens on November 1st, 2023.
For further questions, please contact Professor Subash Midha @

subash.midha@gmail.com

www.saawa.org
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SAAWA Science Fairs



• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

•
•
•
•



•
•
  

•
•
•
•
•

• 

• 

• 
• 

•
•
•

 

•
•

•
•

  



•
•
•
•
•

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 



• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 



• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 



• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

•
•
•
•
•

• 
• 

• 
• 



• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 



• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



SAAWA
Institute of Excellence

in in STEM Program
www.saawa.org

www.snappyxo.com .

SAAWA Robotics Program - Summer 2024
Students in 7-9th grade will learn STEM concepts and the design process in this
program. They will apply these skills to design, build and program robots using

SnappyXO, a fun, educational robotics platform invented here on Long Island at Stony
Brook University.

Dates: July 8th to July 19th
Location: Bethpage High School

10 Cherry Avenue
Bethpage NY 11714

Duration: 2 Weeks, M-F 10am-2pm
Program fee: $550 (+$38.73 Eventbrite fee) per student

For more info, please contact Professor Subash Midha
subash idha@gmail.com


